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French and prohibited the teaching of religion.    But
the majority collided headlong on each occasion with a
resistance  so  stubborn  that  it became necessary to
tolerate, as a corollary to the law, instruction in French
which has been maintained thus far by the sacrifices,
efforts, and vigilance of heads of families, determined
to win their point.   On some occasions, notably on the
question of  Manitoba schools,  echoes  of the battle
were heard far beyond the provincial boundaries.   This
was the issue, indeed, which  dominated the federal
elections of 1896, caused the defeat of the Conserva-
tive party, and gave victory to the Liberals, whose
leader, at that time, was Wilfrid Laurier.    But the
French and Catholic Prime Minister of a country in
which the majority was British and Protestant had no
easy task before  him,  especially  as  he  had   always
promised to conciliate the principle of the sovereignty
of the provinces with the more or less clearly defined
rights of the minority.    The fact remains that the
principle which he announced and defended served as
a cover under which the minority was deprived of its
rights, with the consequence, whether foreseen or not,
that the outrages became greater and greater.    Less
than half a century after Confederation it was the turn
of the French-speaking minority in Ontario to with-
stand the assault of the fanatics.   In Ontario, as in the
other   provinces,   where   Irish   Catholics   have   been
among the most persistent foes of the French language,
instruction in French has, in the end, been tolerated, if
not officially  authorized.    But  in  all  the  provinces
Catholics still await the day when they will receive
their fair share of the school tax for the support of
their schools.